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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 20 objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 20 needs to be written in independent form. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 4-9, 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chan 5,1 16,273. 

Regarding claim 1, Chan 6 273 discloses a sunblind for a window of a vehicle, the 
sunblind comprising a rigid frame having a closed-loop configuration, a panel of flexible 
material secured to the rigid frame, the panel having a desired degree of opacity to sunlight and 
extending over the interior of the rigid frame, and means for fixing the rigid frame to an interior 
surface of the vehicle such that the panel occludes at least part of the window to sunlight. 

Regarding claim 4, Chan '273 discloses the sunblind, wherein the rigid frame is 
elastically deformable in response to deliberately increased pressure by a user. 

Regarding claim 5, Chan c 273 discloses the sunblind, wherein the panel of flexible 
material is secured to the rigid frame is formed from a length of wire. 
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Regarding claim 6, Chan '273 discloses the sunblind, wherein the panel of flexible 
material is secured to the rigid frame in a tensioned state. 

Regarding claim 7, Chan '273 discloses the sunblind, wherein the panels of flexible 
material is secured to the rigid frame by blinding comprising a tape that extends around the edges 
of the rigid frame and is attached to a peripheral portion of the panel so as to form a tube that 
surrounds the frame and holds the panel in tension. 

Regarding claim 8, Chan '273 discloses the sunblind, wherein the flexible material is a 

fabric. 

Regarding claim 9, Chan '273 discloses the sunblind, wherein each fixing component has 
the form of a lug that is planar is form and is adapted to engage an appropriate part of the recess 
formed between a peripheral portion of the window and adjacent surface of the window frame 
and any sealing material. 

Regarding claim 13, Chan '273 discloses a method of manufacturing a sunblind for a 
window of a vehicle, the method comprising the following steps forming a rigid frame having a 
closed-loop configuration; forming a panel of flexible material which has a desired degree of 
opacity to the sunlight; securing the panel to the rigid frame such that the panel extends over the 
interior of the rigid frame; and providing means for fixing the rigid frame to an interior surface 
of the vehicle such that the panel occludes at least part of the window to sunlight. 

Regarding claim 20, Chan '273 discloses a vehicle fitted with a sunblind. 
4. Claims 1, 5, 8, 9, 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
European reference 0 193 150. 
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Regarding claim 1, European reference 6 1 50 discloses a sunblind for a window of a 
vehicle, the sunblind comprising a rigid frame having a closed-loop configuration, a panel of 
flexible material secured to the rigid frame, the panel having a desired degree of opacity to 
sunlight and extending over the interior of the rigid frame, and means for fixing the rigid frame 
to an interior surface of the vehicle such that the panel occludes at least part of the window to 
sunlight. 

Regarding claim 5, European reference '150 discloses the sunblind, wherein the panel of 
flexible material is secured to the rigid frame is formed from a length of wire. 

Regarding claim 8, European reference 6 150 discloses the sunblind, wherein the flexible 
material is a fabric. 

Regarding claim 9, European reference ' 1 50 discloses the sunblind, wherein each fixing 
component has the form of a lug that is planar is form and is adapted to engage an appropriate 
part of the recess formed between a peripheral portion of the window and adjacent surface of the 
window frame and any sealing material. 

Regarding claim 13, European reference '150 discloses a method of manufacturing a 
sunblind for a window of a vehicle, the method comprising the following steps forming a rigid 
frame having a closed-loop configuration; forming a panel of flexible material which has a 
desired degree of opacity to the sunlight; securing the panel to the rigid frame such that the panel 
extends over the interior of the rigid frame; and providing means for fixing the rigid frame to an 
interior surface of the vehicle such that the panel occludes at least part of the window to sunlight. 

Regarding claim 20, European reference ' 150 discloses a vehicle fitted with a sunblind. 
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5. Claims 1-4, 6, 8-14 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
German reference 37 18729. 

Regarding claim 1, German reference '729 discloses a sunblind for a window of a 
vehicle, the sunblind comprising a rigid frame having a closed-loop configuration, a panel of 
flexible material secured to the rigid frame, the panel having a desired degree of opacity to 
sunlight and extending over the interior of the rigid frame, and means for fixing the rigid frame 
to an interior surface of the vehicle such that the panel occludes at least part of the window to 
sunlight. 

Regarding claim 2, German reference '729 discloses the sunblind, wherein the sunblind is 
formed with a shape and dimensions that match those of a particular window in a particular make 
and model of vehicle. 

Regarding claim 3, German reference '729 discloses the sunblind, wherein the sunblind is 
formed with an identical shape and identical dimensions to those of the window as so to occlude 
the whole of the window to sunlight. 

Regarding claim 4, German reference '729 discloses the sunblind, wherein the rigid 
frame is elastically deformable in response to deliberately increased pressure by a user. 

Regarding claim 6, German reference '729 discloses the sunblind, wherein the panel of 
flexible material is secured to the rigid frame in tensioned state. 

Regarding claim 8, German reference '729 discloses the sunblind, wherein the flexible 
material is a fabric. 
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Regarding claim 9, German reference '729 discloses the sunblind, wherein each fixing 
component has the form of a lug that is planar is form and is adapted to engage an appropriate 
part of the recess formed between a peripheral portion of the window and adjacent surface of the 
window frame and any sealing material. 

Regarding claim 10, German reference c 729 disclosed the sunblind, wherein the sunblind 
includes two fixing components disposed on opposing edges of the sunblind. 

Regarding claim 1 1, German reference '729 disclose the sunblind, wherein each fixing 
component has the form of a lug that is planar in form and is adapted to engage an appropriate 
part of the recess formed between a peripheral portion of the window and an adjacent surface of 
the window frame and any sealing material. 

Regarding claim 12, German reference '729 discloses the sunblind, wherein each fixing 
component is a clip mounted on the frame of the window which adapted to engage with, and 
blind to, the rigid frame of the sunblind. 

Regarding claim 13, German reference '729 discloses a method of manufacturing a 
sunblind for a window of a vehicle, the method comprising the following steps forming a rigid 
frame having a closed-loop configuration; forming a panel of flexible material which has a 
desired degree of opacity to the sunlight; securing the panel to the rigid frame such that the panel 
extends over the interior of the rigid frame; and providing means for fixing the rigid frame to an 
interior surface of the vehicle such that the panel occludes at least part of the window to sunlight. 
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Regarding claim 14, German reference '729 discloses a method. Even though product- 
by-process claims are limited by and defined by the process, determination of patentability is 
based on the product itself. The patentability of a product does not depend on its method of 
production. 

Regarding claim 17, German reference '729 discloses a method of fixing a sunblind to an 
interior surface of a vehicle so that the sunblind occludes at least part of a window to sunlight, 
the method comprising the following steps providing a sunblind comprising a rigid frame having 
a closed-loop configuration, a panel of flexible material secured to the rigid frame, the panel 
having a desired degree of opacity to sunlight and extending over the interior of the frame, and 
first and second lugs disposed on opposing edges of the rigid frame, the first and second lugs 
being adapted to engage a first and second recess, respectively at the periphery of the window; 
engaging the first lug with the first recess; deforming the rigid frame from a rest state into a 
deformed state so that the second lug is able to engage with the second recess; engaging the 
second lug with the second recess; and reforming the rigid frame from the deformed state to the 
rest state so as to fix the sunblind to an interior surface of the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 18, German reference 6 729 discloses a method, wherein the first and 
second lugs are planar to form, and the first and second recesses are appropriate parts of the 
recess formed between a peripheral portion of the window and an adjacent surface of the window 
fame and any sealing material. 

Regarding claim 19, German reference '729 discloses a method, wherein the sunblind 
includes a finger grip mounted in either the rigid frame adjacent to the second lug, or the second 
lug itself, to facilitate deformation of the frame. 
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Regarding claim 20, German reference '729 discloses a vehicle fitted with a sunblind. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 15 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The cited references show several other sunblinds similar to that of the current invention. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori L. Coletta whose telephone number is 571-272-6658. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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